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cHAPTER 19 / World War II Rationing

Many items that we consider basic to our daily needs were rationed or limited during
World War II. To purchase an extra pair of shoes, for example, people had to complete this
application. Examine the application and then answer the following questions.

(1) Why were shoes rationed during the war?

(2) Do you think you would have been eligible for the “special shoe stamp" that would permit

you to buy new shoes?
(3) Are there any items today that are rationed by the government? Do you need to think
carefully before purchasing or using any items in your life?

oPA 2 FORM APPROVED (FLEASE TYPEWRITE)
FORM R-1703 BUDGET BUREAU NO. O8-R323 FOUR HAME FRNTOR

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ADDRESS (STREET AND NUMBER);
OFFICE OF FRICE ADMINISTRATION

APPLICATION ror A SPECIAL SHOE STAMP | [& ~w e

IMPORTANT
Read these instructions before flling in this form —

OCCUPATION YOUR WAR RATION BOOK Ho.

O|NOSSIV ‘UBYOD) UDIS Aseunoj

DESCRIBE THE KIND OF SHOES YOU NEED TO BUY:

This application is to be used enly by a person who would suffer serious |2,
hardship if he were unable to buy a pair of shoes in addition to his
regular ration.

There are not enough shoes to give everyone all the shoes he wants,

betore you complete this form. Hawve you any shoes that will meet your 3 AARMEE LU NPT EHGTERR EALEA T EHI M
needs? Do not make this application unless you can qualify under ell |**

four of the following rules:

but there are enough for all who really need them. Stop and think, | |STATE THE SPECIAL FURPOSE FOR WHICH THE SHOES ARE REQUIRED

) You do neot have a valid War Ralion Shoe Stamp (or 5 al Shoe
mp) and no member of your family has a War Ration Shoe Stamp
that you can use.

(2) No employer or institution furnishes you with shoes that will meet
your needs.

El? The shoes are needed for occupational or general wear—not merely
maintaining personal appearance or for sportswear.

(4) You have no more than cne pair of shoes in wearable or repairable
conditiion that will meet your needs.

4, | How many pairs of shoes do you own? Include aoll street, dress, sport, work, athletic, evening, and

play shoes that you can wear or that can be repaired.  (Include only shoes made in whale or T Al R e
oF

in part of leather or with rubber scles.)

PAIRS OWNED PURPOSE AS SHOES
TYPE OF SHOES ¥OU NOW REQUEST
(@) (<)

)

1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT:

1. Ido not have a valid War Raticn Shoe Stamp or Special 3hoe Stamp and no member of my immediate family (related to me by blood,
marriage, or adoption and living in the same housshold) has a War Ration Shoe Stamp that I can use.

2. No ern[glo}ra-r or institution furnishes me with the shoes for which I am applying, and that all the statements and answers I have made
on this applicatien are true and complete, I understand that I am to use the requested shoe stamp to buy shoes only of the type
and for the purpose stated in this application.

Any person who makes any false

SIGNATURE OF OR NAME OF APPLICANT DATE

t or false

tion in this af SIGNATURE OF PERSON AGTING FOR APPLICANT RELATIONSHIP (CHECK ONE)
o criminal proseculion under

the lawa of the United States. D | | D
OTHER
PARENT GUARDIAN AGENT

38 \ MONTANA: STORIES OF THE LAND



